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My pride in being a Progressive Jew living in Prague 
could not be greater in the wake of the EUPJ 
Biennial conference. It was an act of true inspiration 
by the Management 
Committee to select our 
great city as the venue 
for this important 
occasion.  
In a country where it 
was almost impossible 
to enjoy a Jewish life 
until the fall of 
communism in 1989,  
the opportunity to so 
publicly celebrate our 
Jewishness together 
with like-minded people 
from across Europe  
and the world meant  
so much.  
Before the Shoah, 
Prague was one of the most vibrant Jewish cities  
on the globe. It was so poignant to be joined Ruth 
H§lov§, an impressively-youthful and warm-hearted 

93-year-old lady whose life was saved by Sir 
Nicholas Winton in 1939. Her words of thanks, 
written to me after the event, so perfectly reflect  

the sentiments of so 
many of us. 
  ñI found the idea of  
your Progressive 
European Judaism a 
very interesting and 
necessary step towards 
bringing the old Jewish 
faith to life again. The 
atmosphere amidst 
these enthusiastic 
people was great  
and just proved once 
more, that ï however 
great was the sacrifice ï 
Hitler failed.ñ 
  The designated theme  
of regeneration could not 

have been more apposite. This event provided us 
with the opportunity to showcase our essential brand  
    Continued on page 2 

Our sensational biennial conference left me, and  
I know all of you who were able to join us in Prague, 
filled with motivation and inspiration. Once more,  
I would like to thank most warmly everyone who 
contributed to making our time together so special 
and memorable.  
Personally, I would like to express my admiration 
of, and gratitude to, Miriam Kramer. Not only was 
she a truly outstanding, consummate chairman who 
gave our organisation much greater visibility and 
representation, but she also set another very good 
example by generously organising the smoothest 
hand-over imaginable. Hers are very big (supremely 
elegant black) shoes to fill! Read our tribute to her 
later in the magazine. 
The new boardôs term could not have had a more 
energetic start. I am thrilled that my colleagues and  
I have been able to hit the ground running by 
addressing the many complex and exciting tasks 
that lie ahead. As reflected in the constitutional 

changes that were 
unanimously adopted  
in Prague, we intend  
to develop EUPJôs 
structures to reflect the 
growing diversity and 
geographical reach of 
our movement and ï 
more importantly ï bring 
them to life. I sincerely 
and most cordially invite 
all of you to be an active 
part of this process. 
I am happy to announce that at the first meeting  
of the Management Committee, Rabbi Menno ten 
Brink from the Netherlands was co-opted onto the 
board with ñEducation and Interfaith Workò as his 
portfolio. Welcome, Menno! 
A ñSave the Dateò will go out shortly, but please 
    Continued on page 2 

A fresh and exciting start  

Prague pride in Progressive Judaism 

Photo: Dale Lazar 

Ruth Hálová with her grandson, Tomáġ Kocourek, and 
Sir Nicholas Wintonõs son, Nick Winton (Right) 
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Prague pride in Progressive Judaism cont... 
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of Judaism. It certainly helped to strengthen our 
determination to re-establish Progressive Judaism  
in the part of the world from where it originated over 
a century ago. Standing shoulder to shoulder at the 

opening ceremony in the historic Smetana Hall,  
a national treasure, was an evening of pure joy.  
Thank you from the bottom of my heart to all who 
came. Your presence represented a vital physical 
manifestation of the strong support being given to 
the rebuilding of Reform and Liberal Judaism in 
Prague and throughout the Czech Republic. The 
conference was an experience that so many of  
us involved in rebuilding Jewish life in the Czech 
Republic will cherish forever. 
With the conference now over, it is vital we fully 
capitalise on its success by doubling our efforts in 
the renewal of Progressive Jewish life in the Czech 
Republic.  
Meanwhile, everyone is warmly encouraged to  
visit us. You will always be welcomed with open 
arms. 
Thank you, EUPJ, for entrusting us with hosting 
this wonderful conference! ï Jonathan Wootliff, Chair 
of the Prague Organising Committee 

mark the weekend of November 9-11 in your 
calendars. Planning has begun for an outstanding 
weekend in Brussels, which will include the official 
opening of the European Union Office (EUO) of the 
EUPJ in that city, as well as our annual European 
Assembly. 
Finally, we must talk about GDPR. There are many 
different views on what exactly the new regulations 
are saying. As an organisation spanning all of 
Europe, we want to be absolutely sure that the 
personal data we are holding are in full compliance 
with the new regulations. This requires you to take 
action and ñopt inò. Our new privacy policy can be 
found here. 
Please do not miss out on replying to the emails 
you have already received (on May 18 and May 23) 
from Deborah Grabiner. Thank you so much for 
allowing us to stay connected! 
All best wishes, Sonja Guentner, Please note my 
new email address: sonja.guentner@eupj.org 

A fresh and exciting start cont... 

Miriam Kramer and Sonja Guentner 
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Pragueôs Franz Kafka said that by believing 
passionately in something that still does not exist,  
we create it. In my years of working as an editor  
and journalist, I have met and interviewed many 
extraordinary people who believe passionately  
and have changed the world as a result. 
The EUPJ Biennial Conference opened my eyes  
to more individuals and groups who fall into this 
category. Whether they were rabbis who started 
communities 50 years ago like Rabbi Fran­ois 
Garaµ, or rabbis who brought Progressive Judaism  
to small towns like Seville as Rabbi Haim Casas  
did recently; whether through embarking on the 
literal challenge of repairing the world (Tikkun Olam) 
by starting an eco-synagogue and getting involved  
in sustainability or finding ways to fight oppression,  
anti-Semitism or racism, the Progressive Movement 
is, and continues to be, passionate, creative, 
determined and innovative. 
Participating in the Biennial was entertaining, 
exciting and rewarding, and I found the plenaries 
and workshops interesting and enlightening.  
Sharing Shabbat services in the magnificent Spanish 
Synagogue (outside which a Franz Kafka memorial 
statue stands) with 350 Progressive Jews was  
a spiritual, uplifting experience. But most of all,  
I thoroughly enjoyed meeting everyone involved.  
It was great to finally get to know the people who 
belonged to the photos and names on the pages  
of the newsletter.  
However, as a result of this experience, this has 
been the most difficult newsletter Iôve put together  
for you since I started as editor. It was extremely 
hard to choose what to include and what to leave 
out. I could easily have put together an 80-page 
magazine just on the weekend. So I had to be really 
strict and reduce the amount of content, not only 

because there is 
a limit to what 
people have 
time to read, but 
also because 
the conference 
isnôt the only 
event that took 
place over the 
past month.  
Therefore, I 
have restrained 
myself (with 
difficulty) and 
simply edited 
what delegates 
have supplied 
me from their experiences of conference, with a few 
additions here and there. Iôm sure that those of you 
who were not in Prague will be able to get a feel for 
the spirit and camaraderie that prevailed as well as 
an overview of what went on. 
Thanks to all those who were there for reminding 
me how much passion still exists in the world. ï 
Darryl Egnal (newsletter@eupj.org) 
 
EUPJ Biennial Photographers: Dale Lazar, Darryl Egnal 

Editorôs Note 
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Whoôs who at the EUPJ? 

Marriott Hotel Prague: Lost and found 

Deborah Grabiner has been informed by the 
Marriott Business desk that items belonging to 
conference delegates were left in the hotel. If you 
would like to try to reclaim missing/lost property, 
please contact Dita Vejsadova, Marriott Hotel, 
Business Centre Supervisor. Please note there 
are no personal items left with the EUPJ. 

mailto:newsletter@eupj.org
mailto:administrator@eupj.org
mailto:newsletter@eupj.org
mailto:prague.marriott@marriotthotels.com
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A dynamic group of 25- to 35-year-olds 
from 15 countries around the Progressive 
Jewish world gathered together to spend 
time sharing challenges, ideas and 
developing new leadership skills. Each  
an established leader and voice within his 
or her own community, the discussions 
were vibrant, interesting and entertaining. 
Questions of the impact of Aliyah on 
European communities, challenges in 
creating vibrant prayer spaces, and the 
attitude of the established community to 
millennial resistance to join synagogues 
animated our discussions.  
As a generation that is globally-minded, 
this group represents a new cohort  
of leaders who move freely between 
countries and between institutional and 
grassroots Jewish life.  
Of the 35 participants involved in the 
seminar (making up 10% of the overall conference 
participants), more than half of them have lived in 

more than one country in the past five years and  
a quarter have embarked on long-term travel or  

to work outside their home countries. 
This emphasises the potential role that 
strong international relationships can 
play in cross-pollination between 
Progressive communities and  
in enabling people to find community 
wherever they live. 
Etienne Kerber, a rabbinical student from 
Paris, France spoke of his experience 
during the conference. ñIt is absolutely 
amazing being aware that all of these 
people exist and do such great things.ò 
He said. ñIt gives what I do every day  
        Continued on page 5 

A new generation of leaders 
If the enthusiasm, dedication and involvement of the youth leadership at the 
pre-conference New Generation Leadership Seminar and during the Biennial 
are anything to go by, the future of the Progressive Jewish community in 
Europe is in good hands! 
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another dimension. A huge feeling of belonging.  
A sense of being part of a real movement.ò 
According to Tzvi Tosetti, a board member of Beth 
Shalom in Milan, this kind of gathering is extremely 
important for young adults who live in new emerging 
European communities where they are often the only 
young people.  
ñUnited with 
those from  
more established 
communities, we 
are a force,ò he 
said. ñWe learn 
from each other 
and are pushed 
out of our comfort 
zones. Attending 
this seminar was 
an enriching 
experience to me: 
I met people with 
whom I 
particularly 
bonded and I returned to Milan full of ideas for my 
community.ò 
The EUPJ AGM provided a meaningful close to  
the conference with the passing of a resolution 
affirming the EUPJôs commitment to the next 

generation of the movementôs leadership. This 
resolution was put forward by Tzvi moments before 
Dan Rattan, a  
youth leader from Germany, was elected to the 
EUPJ board. 
The youth leadership seminar was made possible 

by the generous 
support of Arzenu, 
KKL, the WZO and 
the EUPJ. In  
a fast-changing 
economic and 
social landscape, 
the investment in 
developing 
versatile, 
resourceful and 
creative leaders 
who are in tune  
with the evolving 
needs of younger 
adults is essential. 
The group has 

committed to ongoing work with the EUPJ to build on 
the relationships made at the conference and the 
areas in which there is real potential for 
collaboration. ï Deborah Blausten and Andrew Keene. 
Photos: Deborah Blausten 

A new generation of leaders cont... 

Photo: Dale Lazar 
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Combining the wisdom of rabbinic leaders from all over Europe with the 
hunger of student rabbis from various rabbinic colleges, the EUPJ Rabbinic 
Kallah turned into a hotbed of interesting discussions and deliberations.  

Training future rabbis 

More than 40 rabbis from the EUPJ Rabbinic 
Assembly (ERA) attended the Kallah, which followed 
the ñRegenerationò theme by looking at the past in 
order to strengthen the future. The gathering took 
place before the EUPJ Biennial. 
Created during the 
EUPJ Conference in April 
2016 in London, the ERA 
includes all Progressive 
European rabbis (Europe 
is understood in its large 
sense, from the Ural 
Mountains to the Atlantic 
Ocean).  
Rabbi Dr Ren® Pfertzel 
(Kingston Liberal 
Synagogue) was elected 
the new Chairman of the 
ERA with Rabbi Menno 
ten Brink (Amsterdam) as Secretary and Rabbi Marc 
Neiger (Brussels) as Treasurer. Other board 
members are Rabbi Colin Eimer (London), Rabbi 
Pauline Bebe (Paris), Rabbi Jackie Tabick, 
Convener of the European Beit-Din in London, Rabbi 
Ruven Bar-Ephraim (Zurich) and Rabbi Ira Goldberg 
from the EUPJ Office in Brussels and Rabbi of the 

ICJ community in the same city.  
The Kallah was opened by Rabbis Ruven Bar-
Ephraim, immediate past ERA Chairman and 
Fran­ois Garaµ, who oversees the French Rabbinic 
Programme. The first session focused on future 
generations of rabbis and was entitled: ñRabbinic 
training in the European countriesò chaired by Rabbi 
Bebe with Rabbi ten Brink (Levisson Institute, 
Amsterdam), Rabbi Edward van Voolen (Abraham 

Geiger College, Berlin), Rabbi Garaµ (who chairs 
Kerem, the Francophone rabbinic association) and 
Rabbi Pfertzel (Leo Baeck College, London). 
The session gathered together rabbis who are 
involved in rabbinic training for the next generation. 

The workshop raised a variety of issues including:  

¶ Is the training of Progressive rabbis evolving and 
adapting to new realities such as radicalism, the 
numerical revolution, lack of or too much faith 
and multiculturalism?  

¶ How do we balance scholarly input and practical 
rabbinics (eg. pastoral care, leadership skills, 

managerial skills and fundraising)?  

¶ And are the rabbis we are training  
today addressing the needs, priorities 
and interests of our future congregants? 
  During the Kallah, the rabbis were 
invited by Charles University to attend  
an event at which they could share their 
views on the topic, ñCan religion save 
Europe?ò Student Rabbi David Maxa 
offered some introductory thoughts on 
the subject and a panel discussion 
brought together two rabbis (Rabbis 
Tabick and Tom Kuļera) and two 
academics (Peter Mor®e and Jakub 
ĠenovskĨ). 
  Other topics that were discussed 
included: ñNew horizons in Israeli 
(Progressive) Prayer and Beyondò  

with Rabbi Professor Dalia Marx (Hebrew Union 
College, Jerusalem); ñJewish identity and Jewish 
statusò chaired by Rabbi Neiger with Rabbi Ulrike 
Offenberg (Hameln) and Rabbi Nathan Alfred 
(Singapore); and ñLiturgy writing for the working 
rabbiò with Rabbis Eimer and Sylvia Rothschild.  
The Rabbinic Kallah ended with the ERA AGM  
and a fabulous lunch.ï Rabbi Dr René Pfertzel 

(L-R) Rabbis Menno ten Brink, Ruven Bar-Ephraim, Marc Neiger 
and René Pfertzel 
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The ERA is designed to provide an additional 
support network for rabbis working in Europe and 
serving EUPJ communities and institutions. It has  
no mandate to replace local and national European 
rabbinic assemblies that already exist and are 
recognised by the EUPJ. ERAôs board and 
membership reflect the rabbinic diversity among  
the Progressive European Rabbinate that adheres  
to the various platforms of Progressive Judaism.  
Conscious of the necessity to preserve our 
European diversity, ERA has four missions: 

¶ To express our Jewish Progressive voice in 
Europe, whether before the various European 

institutions through the European Union Office 
(EUO) of the EUPJ in Brussels, or before the 
other States that are not members of the EU.  

¶ The following list is not exhaustive, but gives 

some areas of interest: fight against anti-
Semitism; protection of religious freedom; 
environmental issues, promotion of Progressive 
Jewish values that enable a free and open 
European society in which every life is sacred 
and freedom of expression is preserved.  

¶ This Progressive Jewish voice is expressed  
by a group of rabbis constituted through a task 
force that will issue press statements if and 
when necessary. The EUO in Brussels 
advocates for Progressive Jewish values  
before the EU institutions.  

¶ Through regular meetings, the Rabbinic Kallot, 
ERA strives to promote 
exchanges between 
Rabbis. Each EUPJ 
conference is preceded by 
a European Kallah. Every 
other year, a Kallah is 
held in various places in 
Europe to continue this 
dialogue. 

¶ ERA is a place where 
rabbis from all the 
Progressive 
denominations can meet, 
discuss, share their views, 

and co-operate in spite of their differences.  

¶ To support the work of the European Beit Din in 
countries where no Beit Din is yet established. ï 
Rabbi Dr René Pfertzel 

The EUPJ Rabbinic Assembly (ERA) 

The beautiful city of Prague saw the 
culmination of nearly year of planning for an 
event that was to exceed expectations and 
enable more than 350 delegates from 28 
countries to experience a weekend filled 
with excitement, entertainment, debate, 
discussion and celebration. 

 
On Thursday April 26, the EUPJ Biennial 
Conference opened with an elaborate ceremony  
in the Smetana Hall within the Municipal House. It 
included welcome messages from the President of 
the Jewish Federation, Petr Papouġek, the Mayor of 
Prague, Adriana Krn§cov§, the Israeli Ambassador 
to the Czech Republic, Daniel Meron, outgoing 
EUPJ Chairman Miriam Kramer and the President of 
the WUPJ, Rabbi Daniel Freelander. David Pollock 
(right) was Master of Ceremonies. 
During the evening, we were entertained by the 
childrenôs choir of the Lauder School and were 
treated to a world premiere of an organ arrangement 

of Smetanaôs Vltava by organist, Ian Shaw. A short 
video recording the history of the Jews in the Czech 
Republic was shown and Mark Podwal, the world- 
    Continued on page 8 

Regeneration ï Building the Future 
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Regeneration ï Building the Future cont... 

renowned illustrator and artist, gave a fascinating 
presentation.  
The ceremony was enhanced by a nostalgic 
welcome to the stage of Ruth H§lov§, one of the 
children saved by Sir Nicholas Winton, her 
grandson, Tom§ġ Kocourek, and Sir Wintonôs son, 
Nick Winton. The ceremony was followed by 
cocktails and canap®s . 
After such an uplifting opening, the conference was 
in full swing on Friday with plenaries presented by 
eminent sociologist, Dr David Hirsh and Jean-Marc 
Liling, Executive Director of the Centre for 
International Migration and Integration in Israel.  
Sixteen workshops were offered covering a wide 
variety of subjects including anti-Semitism in Europe, 

leadership across the generations, social 
entrepreneurship, creating a sustainable future, an 
examination of whatever happened to the European 
ideal, education matters, emerging communities and 
interfaith issues.  
Needless to say, with so many people coming from 
as diverse a selection of backgrounds as can be 
imagined, the questions asked and discussions that 
took place were provocative, thought-provoking and 
inspiring.  
Friday came to a moving conclusion with a service 
led by Rabbi Tom Kuļera and ably assisted by 
Student Rabbi David Maxa, Cantor Jaroslava 
Maxova and Student Cantor Ivan Kohout in the truly 

awesome setting of the world-famous Spanish 
synagogue.  
The synagogue has rarely, if ever, witnessed  
a service such as this, attended by more than  
350 worshippers. The theme of the conference, 
Regeneration, could not have been more 
appropriate. The day ended with a Kabbalat  
Shabbat dinner in the ballroom of the Marriott Hotel 
when all delegates sang, danced and enjoyed the 
music of a seven-piece Klezmer band. 
The food and wine at the dinner and throughout  
the weekend reached heights that none of the 
delegates could recall at any previous conference.  
In fact, throughout the conference, from breakfast to 
morning and afternoon coffee breaks and dinners, 

everyone enjoyed a gastronomic extravaganza. 
On Saturday, after morning study sessions, we 
celebrated Shabbat once again in the Spanish 
synagogue. Highlights of the service, which was led 
by Rabbi Aaron Goldstein and Cantor Zoe Jacobs, 
included Rabbis Dr Andrew Goldstein and Joel 
Oseran delivering a dôvar torah and sermon, rabbis 
and conference chairman, David Pollak, chanting the 
weekôs portion and Haftarah, and an historic handing 
over of a scroll provided by Rabbi Katz of Hendon 
Synagogue to Frantiġek Fendrych, Chairman of ZLU, 
one of the two local Progressive synagogues. The 
morning service was truly magical. 
After lunch, tours set out across Prague and 

Singers and musicians from the Lauder School Prague 

(L-R) Miriam Kramer, Petr Papouġek and Ambassador Daniel Meron 
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Regeneration ï Building the Future cont... 
beyond, and the day was brought to a triumphant 
close when approximately 250 delegates gathered 
together for Havdalah, led by delegates who had 
attended the New Generation Leadership Seminar 
prior to conference. Rarely has an EUPJ Biennial 
Conference witnessed such an uplifting conclusion 
to the Shabbat.  
Two events took place after Shabbat. A farewell  
for Dalya Levy, Executive Director of Arzenu, who 
retires in June, and the traditional late-night cabaret 
featuring as wide a variety of acts, performed by the 
delegates. Both events celebrated the talents and 
skills of the individuals in the Progressive world. 
Sunday morning offered a final plenary session with 
Michael Zantovsky, Czech diplomat and politician. 
This was followed by a lively discussion and debate 
that reflected on the 70 years since Israel 
Independence and questioned the fulfilment  
of the promises made by the Israel State.  
Ambassador Daniel Meron, Reuven Marko, Chair 
of the IMPJ, Rabbi Lea M¿hlstein, Chair of Arzenu, 
and Rabbi Daniel Freelander all combined their 
thoughts to defend, justify and, on occasion, 
apologise for the activities of the State of Israel.  
After such a rousing morning, which also featured 
the presentation of an Honorary Fellowship to Rabbi 
Fran­ois Garaµ by Rabbi Charles Middleburgh, Dean 
of the Leo Baeck College, all that was left was the 
Annual Assembly. During the Assembly, the  

EUPJ bid a fond farewell to outgoing Chairman, 
Miriam Kramer and welcomed the new Chairman, 
Sonja Guentner.  
Proceedings were brought to a successful 
conclusion by Rabbi Harry Jacobi with a closing 
prayer delivered in his own, inimitable style. He  
paid a tribute to Rabbi Hugo Gryn. Born in 
Czechoslovakia, he survived Auschwitz and became 
a most respected and beloved rabbi in Britain. He 
was also a past Chairman of the WUPJ European 
Board (as it was then known).  
He mentioned Rabbi Grynôs appearance on Desert 
Island Discs radio programme, where he chose 
Mozart's Prague Symphony and quoted Rabbi 
Nachman of Bratslav with the words, "Kol Haôolam 

kulo, gesher tsar meod ï The whole world is a 
narrow bridge, but the essential thing is never to be 
afraid." 
Hugo is speaking to us now. "In the coming 
months, maybe years, you will have many narrow 
bridges to cross, but never be afraid." 
Incidentally, at 92, Rabbi Jacobi was the oldest 
delegate at this conference and has attended each 
one since 1949 . 
Weôd like to thank the organising teams. Without 
their amazing skills, commitment, moral support, 
friendship, sense of humour and love of Judaism, 
this conference would not have been possible!  

EUPJ Biennial Organising Committee: David 
Pollak, Chairman, Rabbi Andrew Goldstein, Deborah 
Grabiner, Sonja Guentner, Miriam Kramer, Rabbi 
Lea M¿hlstein, Michael Reik, Gordon Smith and 
Jonathan Wootliff, Chairman of the Czech Republic 
Local Committee. 
Czech Republic Local Committee: Eliġka 
Bridges, Yael Brunner, Frantiġek Fendrych,  
Bonnie Hagen, Eva Jan§ļov§, Petra Kopplov§, 
David Kraus, Luk§ġ Kypta, JiŚina Nov§kov§,  
Erik Richard Hrom§dko, Jarom²r Rux, JiŚ²  
Soukup, Michal Spev§k, Linda Ġtucbartov§,  
KateŚina Weberov§, Eva Wichsov§ and Sylvie 
Wittmannov§. ï David Pollak, Conference Chairman. 
Photos: Dale Lazar 

(L-R) Mark Podwal, Rabbi Andrew Goldsmith and Rabbi Daniel Freelander 
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Carole Sterling, WUPJ chairman, said a few words 
and presented a gift to Miriam on behalf of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism.  
ñIôd like to offer personal and collective thanks  
to Miriam Kramer,ò she said. ñWeôve had the 
opportunity to work closely together with Miriam, 
Sonja and Gordon and itôs such a pleasure to see 
the calibre of leadership that comes out of the EUPJ, 
but Miriam, this is about 
you. So, on behalf of the 
World Union, this is a small 
token of our appreciation 
and in recognition of all 
your good work. May you 
go from strength to 
strength as you help to 
strengthen our people.ò 
EUPJ President Gordon 
Smith spoke highly of 
Miriam, adding some 
humour to the proceedings. 
ñI have the privilege and 
the honour to make a 
presentation  
to Miriam Kramer who, 
having served six years  
as Chairman of the EUPJ, 
comes to the end of her 
term and relinquishes this 
hot seat in favour of another,ò he said.  
ñMiriam took up the reigns of the board of the 
EUPJ in 2012 and we were all very fortunate that 
she agreed to do so. The EUPJ has taken great 
strides over the past six years under her very able 
chairmanship. These have been both challenging 
and pleasurable times. Regardless of the 
circumstances, Miriam has always been a caring, 
considerate, generous, hardworking, committed  
and diplomatic person,ò he continued.  
ñShe has been a great 
ambassador for the 
EUPJ, willing to travel to 
the ends of the earth on 
behalf of the EUPJ at the 
drop of a hat and has 
represented the EUPJ 
across the globe. Miriam 
is also able to spot a 
missing comma or 
superfluous full stop at  
20 paces. A rare talent,ò 
Gordon said with a smile, 
garnering laughter from 
the audience. 
He then handed her a 

beautiful trophy with a special message engraved on 
it: ñTo Miriam Kramer in appreciation of six years of 
devoted service as chairman of the European Union 
for Progressive Judaism.ò 
Miriamôs emotional reply included a light-hearted 
quip in response to Gordonôs. ñThank you very 
much, Gordon, for that extremely generous and 
undeserved tribute. I am delighted, having had a 

quick look at the text on this, that 
there are no missing commas,ò 
she said. 
 
A little about Miriam in her 
words 
Miriam Kramer was elected to the 
EUPJ board at the Amsterdam 
Biennial Conference in April 2012 
with, in her words, ñno run-upò. In 
other words, she came in ñcoldò 
with no experience as an EUPJ 
board member.  
  However, Miriam warmed to  
the position very quickly and has 
approached every challenge with 
aplomb and every experience with 
enthusiasm and passion. 
ñChairing the EUPJ has been both 
a most enjoyable and challenging 
job,ò Miriam said. ñEnjoyable 

because meeting people in the 17 constituent 
countries ï and beyond ï has been a great pleasure. 
It is a privilege to experience the many and diverse 
ways in which we are Progressive Jews. Behind 
every person there is a story and they are often 
riveting. To celebrate milestones with a community is 
one of many joys. 
ñThe challenges come from two places, external 
and internal,ò she said. ñIn the former category are 
governments in some of the countries who do not 

recognise us as a legitimate 
strand of Judaism. This has 
an impact because in those 
countries, 'official' religions 
have an element of state 
funding as well as a certain 
status. Fortunately over the 
years, EUPJ has been able 
to support various legal 
battles, which have largely 
been successful. However, 
we are still struggling in a 
few cases. 
  ñThe internal challenges,  
          Continued on page 11 
which are more difficult to 

Farewell to a great leader 

(L-R) David Pollak, Miriam Kramer and Gordon Smith 

Miriam Kramer stepped down as EUPJ Chairman at the recent EUPJ 
Biennial Conference to applause and high praise.  
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resolve, come when there is much disagreement, 
usually between two local communities, and then 
neither is able to reach its  
full potential,ò said Miriam. 
While Miriam was new to the EUPJ board, she had 
many years to hone her skills as her commitment 
and dedication to Progressive Judaism has seen  
her participating in many leadership roles.  
Miriam is a member of Wimbledon and District 
Synagogue in London and has served the 
community as Chairman of the Education 
committee, Senior Warden, Chairman and Honorary 
Vice-President. She has served on the board of the 
Movement for Reform Judaism and as Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of the Leo Baeck College, 
the position she held for four years immediately  
prior to the EUPJ.  
After six years of successfully helping the EUPJôs 
growth and development, we can see how much her 
prior involvement in the Progressive Movement 
stood her in good stead. She helped facilitate two 
new additions to the EUPJ and was part of the team 

that widened the reach of the EUPJ. 
ñOn my watch, we added two countries to the 
EUPJ family ï Spain and Portugal ï and achieved  
a higher profile throughout our region,ò Miriam  
said. ñBut I do not take the credit for this because  
I have been fortunate to work alongside an 
outstanding team.ò ï Photos: Dale Lazar 

EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Farewell to a great leader cont... 

Rabbi Fran­ois Garaµ honoured 

This Fellowship is Leo Baeck College's highest 
honour, and Rabbi Garaµ is the first Francophone  
to receive it in the history of Leo Baeck College 
(LBC).  
ñLeo Baeck College has enjoyed excellent relations 
with colleagues 
serving Progressive 
synagogues on the 
Continent, even when 
they were trained 
elsewhere, and many 
bridges have been 
built that have been 
mutually enriching,ò 
said Rabbi 
Middleburgh. 
ñA perfect example  
of this is our new 
relationship with the 
French communities, 
epitomised by the six 
French rabbinic students currently studying at LBC: 
part of their inspiration has been our colleague 
Pauline Bebe (a student of Rabbi Garaµ), but the 
golden threads that connect us all have been 
immeasurably enhanced by another rabbi,  
Fran­ois Garaµ. 

ñFran­ois is a rare human being, a combination  
of energy, positivity and hope, with a fearless 
commitment to the Jewish world. His dynamism  
and determination, not to mention his charm, have 
strengthened Progressive Judaism throughout 

Europe and won him 
the respect and love 
of congregations and 
colleagues,ò he said. 
Once alumni of Leo 
Baeck College have 
served for 25 years, 
they are given 
Fellowships of the 
College as a mark  
of respect and 
appreciation of their 
devoted work for  
the Jewish people. 
ñVery rarely, and  
in exceptional 

circumstances, the Fellowship of Leo Baeck  
College may be awarded to someone who is not  
an alumnus,ò Middleburgh said. 
According to Alexander Dembitz, President of GIL, 
the moment was propitious since Rabbi Fran­ois  
    Continued on page 12  

On the final day of the EUPJ Biennial, Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh, Dean 
of Leo Baeck College London, conferred upon Rabbi Fran­ois Garaµ of GIL 
Switzerland, the Fellowship of Leo Baeck College ñin recognition of his 
outstanding service to the House of Israel as a rabbi and teacherò.  

Rabbi François Garaï with his children, Benjamin and Sophie 
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Rabbi Fran­ois Garaµ honoured cont... 

received his Smicha (rabbinic ordination) in  
June 1968 ï 50 years ago. This moving moment 
acknowledges Rabbi Garaµôs commitment to our 
people during these past 50 years. 
In his speech, Alexander borrowed from  
William Shakespeareôs Twelfth Night to describe 
Rabbi Garaµ.  
ñôSome people are born great, some achieve 
greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon 
them.ò Born greaté exceptional people who have 
qualities such as Mozart, Einstein, Chagall. Achieve 
greatnessé through skill, competence, commitment, 
sensitivity, measured determination, people who 
help to change our world. Leo Baeck was one such 
individual as is (Rabbi) Dick Hirsch,ò Alexander said.  
ñAnd then we come to the last categoryé 
greatness thrust upon them. And this is a special 
person who happens to be at the right place at the 
right time. And your legacy, Fran­ois, what you  

have achieved, is to have created a congregation 
from nothing.ò 
Fran­ois was born in 1945 in Paris of Hungarian 
roots. He was trained in Paris and spent a year at 
HUC. He got smicha in June 1968 and more or less 
at the same time, there was a nascent community  
of English speakers in Geneva who were looking  
for a rabbi. Since his English was almost as good  
as his French, he held his hand up and off he went 
to Geneva.  
ñA year later, together with a number of families 
who realised that their embrace of Progressive 
Liberal Reform Judaism was what they wanted to 
pass to their children, Fran­ois saw to the creation  
of GIL in December 1969,ò said Alexander.  ñThis 
means in one year from now, hopefully many of you 
will be able to join us in Geneva to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the establishment of GIL with  
    Continued on page 13 

EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Rabbi Charles Middleburgh presents Rabbi François Garaï with the Fellowship of Leo Baeck College. (L-R) 
Alexander Dembitz, Rabbi Garaµõs children, Benjamin and Sophie, Rabbi Middleburgh, David Bernstein, Rabbi 
Garaï, Michel Benveniste, Antoine Leboyer and Rabbi Haim Casas. 

L-R: Rabbi Haim Casas, Celia Naval, Antoine Leboyer, Benjamin Garaï, Rabbi François Garaï, Sophie Garaï, 
Alexander Dembitz, Michel Benveniste, Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh and Suzette Reiter-Slama 



EUPJ Newsletter May 2018     13 

 
 

Dalya Levy will retire next month after nearly  
20 years as Executive Director of Arzenu. The 
leadership of the organisation decided to host  
a special farewell for her at a restaurant near  
the hotel. 
A few people who have worked closely with  
Dalya over the years spoke of her dedication to  
the organisation and the Progressive Movement  
in general.  
ñWe will miss the fact that her determination  
and her commitment are not going to be on the 
frontlines, but it will be felt, Iôm sure, for many, 
many years to come,ò said Rabbi Joel Oseran. 
ñShe is really a gem of a colleague and we salute 
you. LôChaim.ò 

  Rabbi Lea M¿hlstein, Arzenu 
Chair, gave a toast and praised 
Dalya. ñThere arenôt enough words 
to thank you for everything youôve 
given to Arzenu. We really 
appreciate the many, many years 
youôve worked in the organisation 
and we hope this is definitely not 
goodbye,ò she said. 
  IMPJ Chair, Reuven Marko 
thanked Dalya on behalf of the 
Israeli Progressive Movement. ñWe 
have decided to honour Dalya at our 

biennial conference with the honorarium award for 
people who have committed their allegiance to the 
movement over long periods of time. Dalya is a well-
deserving person of this award,ò Reuven said. 
In response, an emotional Dalya said: ñI see so 
many faces from so many places all over the world, 
people Iôve come to know, not only as volunteers of 
the organisation that I hold dear, but as personal 
friends.  
ñI feel like we are all one big family and I want to 
say that I salute you because you are the volunteers 
that make the organisation work. Youôre the ones 
who contribute day in and day out, making Zionism 
meaningful all around the world. And I donôt know 
how to thank you enough,ò she said. 

          ï Darryl Egnal 

EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Arzenu send-off as Dalya Levy retires 
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Photos: Darryl Egnal 
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 EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Arzenu send-off as Dalya Levy retires 
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Photos: Darryl Egnal 

WUPJ-Saltz Center reunion 
The WUPJ Center for Leadership, Development and 
Education (formerly the Saltz Center) held a reunion 
for its alumni during the conference. 
In attendance were alumni of the Beutel 
Leadership Seminar and the Bergman Jewish 
Educators Seminar. 
The aim of the reunion, besides connecting with 
old friends (four of whom attended Beutel with me  

in 2006 including Sonja Guentner), was to discuss  
new ways to connect with potential leaders in the 
Progressive communities around the world. An 
online learning programme from a Progressive 
viewpoint was the most prominent idea that came 
out of the session, one that would help those who 
were unable to attend seminars in Israel.  

         ï Darryl Egnal 
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Perspectives: Re-connecting and sharing 
I and two other Sim Shalom members attended  
the Biennial Conference. It was a wonderful long 
weekend of talks, workshops, Shabbat services and 
hobnobbing with old friends from all over Europe, 
Israel, and the US, and even as far away as 
Singapore and South Africa.  
The Singapore rabbi, Nathan Alfred (from the UK), 
had spent a year with Sim Shalom in Budapest 
before his rabbinical training, where he helped 
organise an international European youth group 
called EuroJews. It was great to see him again. 
With 40 or more Rabbis in the congregation, the 
Shabbat services were pretty enthusiastic; sort of  
a busmanôs holiday effect, so they were a great 
experience.  
The EUPJ continues to grow steadily. New national 
Reform Jewish Federations were reported from 
Spain with six congregations and Italy with four. 
Sylvie Wittman, a tour guide who was the founder  
of the first Progressive Jewish community in Prague, 
led an outstanding walking tour of Jewish Prague, 
ending up in her congregationôs premises.  
The other newer Reform congregation in Prague, 
the Jewish Liberal Union (ZLU), was presented a 

Torah with an historic past. It was one of the many 
Czech Torah scrolls collected by the Nazis as they 
deported the Jews to concentration camps, and were 
found in Kolin after the war. The scroll that was 
passed onto the Prague congregation had spent 
many years in England and the Brits were returning 
it to its homeland, to a community that desperately 
needed a Torah. ï Jesse Weil 

EUPJ Biennial Conference 

its founding rabbi, Fran­ois Garaµ, at the helm. 
ñFran­ois, in the 49 years he has been with us,  
has celebrated every imaginable lifecycle event, 
which is why all our congregants look to him for 
guidance and for leadership,ò he said. 
After Alexander finished his introduction to  
Rabbi Garaµ, Rabbi Middleburgh presented him  
with the Fellowship certificate.  
An emotional and surprised rabbi mentioned two 
important figures in his life who were missing from 
this auspicious occasion; his wife and his mother, 
and spoke of his motherôs influence on his choice. 
ñWhen I was starting my rabbinical studies, I was 
also starting at the scientific university,ò he said.  
ñMy mother knew that I was not a very óstudying guyô 
and that I was not able to follow two tracks at the 
same time.  
So she said to me, óYou will stop the rabbinical 

school and you will go to the university.ô  
ñI said to my mother, óIôm sorry, but I will do the 
opposite of what you say.ô She looked very pleased. 
And then I realised that knowing I would say no, she 
told me the opposite of her wish. And this is how I 
became, four years later, a rabbi.  
ñWe had the immense bonheur (happiness) to  
build congregations and to see today the outcome  
of it. There are several students (from the GIL 
community) learning today in Leo Baeck College, 
and I know one in Geiger College too. 
ñThe rabbinical body for French-speaking 
communities in Europe is now able to gather 
together and have more than a minyan, which is  
the proof that there is a future everywhere for Liberal 
Jews, and that this future is building the life and the 
strength of Judaism for the world of tomorrow,ò 
Rabbi Garaµ concluded. ï Photos: Dale Lazar 

Rabbi Fran­ois Garaµ honoured cont... 
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Personally, what I retained from the conference  
was the strong message that Israel and the  
Diaspora are highly inter-dependent and that we 
need to be a strong voice for Israel around the  
world with our vision of things; we need to support 
the IMPJ and make our voices heard within Israel  
ï in support of, but also when we do not approve  
of or feel at ease with certain stances.  
In the same way, it is clear that Israel is a major 
element in our definition of ourselves as Jews.  

The workshop on Israel and immigrants was 
superbly interesting and encouraging, despite  
the weighty challenges and tough times. 
The post-conference tours to discover Jewish  
life outside the capital, past and re-awakening,  
ably led by the so-involved Rabbi Andrew Goldstein  
and his wife Sharon and a very competent and 
knowledgeable guide, Sylvie Whitmann, were  
as fine as anticipated. ï Celia Naval 

    Continued on page 14 

Perspectives: A symbiotic relationship 

(L-R) Jesse Weil and Rabbi Nathan Alfred 
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I was in Prague from Wednesday night for the pre-
conference Rabbinic Kallah until Monday morning. It 
was a wonderful, yet intense time and a great 
opportunity to get together with old friends and get to 
know as many of the 350 representatives as I could. 
Without forgetting the quality of the conference and 
the workshops, I must say that for me the most 
important part of these meetings is the opportunity to 
meet with rabbis and leaders from all over Europe. It 
is an effective way to get to know the reality of our 
communities on the continent, of learning from what 
others do and for exchanging ideas. 
Since I live in a city where I am the only 
Progressive rabbi, it was especially important for me 
to have private meetings with other rabbis such as 
Rabbis Charles Middleburgh, Daniel Rich, Stephen 
Berkowitz, Daniel Lichman, and many more. 
The meeting with the French-speaking 
communities was especially interesting because it 
helped me to get to know other leaders of the French 
Jewish communities better. 
It was a real honour to represent Keren Or and 
contribute to its internationalisation. Thanks to my 
contacts and good relations with leaders of countries 
such as the USA, Spain, Italy and the UK, I believe 
that KO is today more international than ever. 
I also had the opportunity to meet with the group of 
young leaders several times. This group had parallel 

activities during the conference. It seems to me a 
very good idea to incorporate more and more future 
generations in this type of meeting. 
Lastly, I think that it is vox populis (the opinion of 
the majority) the joy I experienced on Sunday, the 
day on which we honoured Rabbi Fran­ois Garaµ 
and the day on which my community in Seville (I am 
the founder of Beit RamBam) was welcomed as a 
member of the EUPJ. ï Rabbi Haim Casas 

Perspectives: A great opportunity 

A sustainable future 
In November 2017, the EUPJ Executive Board 
decided to make Sustainability a major element  
of the movementôs strategic development. The 
workshop, ñEnsuring we have a sustainable futureò 
during the EUPJ conference in Prague was a direct 
result and from that a Sustainable Development 
Working Group has now been established. 
If ñRegeneration ï Building the Futureò is to  
mean anything, we must first protect the future 
environmentally, socially and ethically. This aim  
was the driving force for the workshop led by Rabbi 
Jeffrey Newman together with Jonathan Wootliff  
and Peter Jossi, who are both members of  

the EUPJ Executive Board and experienced 
sustainability consultants. 
Most encouragingly, 12 participants from 10 
different countries, including a number of young 
leaders, signed up to support the continuing 
development of Sustainability in the EUPJ and  
our communities. 

 
Tikkun Olam, Repairing the world 
At this time, the world ï humanity in particular ï 
faces its greatest challenge ever. Future generations 
depend on our swift adherence to the definition of 
sustainability where we must ñmeet the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needsò. 
  The greatest challenge of all is the rapid phasing 
out of fossil fuels, which are contributing to planetary 
warming. At present, we are likely to exceed the 
maximum safe limit of 2ÁC (or better still 1.5ÁC) of 
the Paris Agreement. 

 
Putting sustainability into communal practice 
Our workshop explored the 17 Sustainable 
Development (or Global) Goals (SDGs) that were 
adopted in 2015 by 193 countries as targets to be 
reached by 2030, including Goal 17: ñClimate 
    Continued on page 15 

During the conference, Beit RamBam, the new 
community in Seville, was welcomed as a member of 
the EUPJ. (L-R) Rabbi Haim Casas and Jorge Gershon 

Rabbi Jeffrey Newman  
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A sustainable future cont... 
Actionò. We quickly agreed that the SDGs were 
entirely in line with our Jewish values and teachings. 
Gender equality, for example, is at the very forefront 
of our Progressive approach and women and 
children are highly vulnerable throughout the world. 
As Jews, we are particularly aware of migration and 
the needs of refugees, and many of our communities 
are especially engaged here. 

Countering hunger and poverty, fostering  
health, well-being and education demonstrate  
our commitment to the first four SDGs, even 
unknowingly! The workshop discussed the  
Eco Synagogue and how this might help us ï  
as individuals, in our communities and in our 
businesses ï reduce carbon emissions. We were 
reminded that we could contribute most by eating 
less meat, driving less, flying less and focusing on 
the wellbeing and education of our children rather 
than on their quantity. 
There is one project that is already underway. In 
December 2018, there will be a meeting of world 
leaders in Katowice, Poland, to assess progress on 
Emissions Reduction. Rabbi Jeffrey Newman and 
Jonathan Wootliff have committed themselves to 
ensure there will be a Jewish presence alongside 
other faith groups. ï Rabbi Jeffrey Newman (Rabbi 
Newman is an adviser to the International Secretariat  
of the Earth Charter Initiative.) 

(L-R) Peter Jossi, Jonathan Wootliff and Yael Brunner  

Seen at the opening ceremony 

Once the opening ceremony had concluded, 
a light dinner was served and old friends had 
the opportunity to reconnect while others had 
the chance to get to know each other. It was 
a festive evening and a great start to the 
conference. ï Photos: Darryl Egnal  

http://ecosynagogue.org
http://cop24.gov.pl
http://cop24.gov.pl
http://www.EarthCharter.org
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Seen at the opening ceremony 
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Plenaries and presentations 
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Photos: Dale Lazar 
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Photos: Darryl Egnal 
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Photos: Darryl Egnal 
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Social networking 
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Photos: Dale Lazar 

 



EUPJ Newsletter May 2018     23 

 

EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Social networking 

P
h

o
to

: 
D

a
le

 L
a

za
r 
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EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Shabbat dinner 
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EUPJ Biennial Conference 

Shabbat dinner 
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Shabbat dinner 
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Havdalah: A beautiful ending to Shabbat 
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Photos: Dale Lazar 
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EUPJ Biennial Conference 

EUPJ Board Members 

Photos: Dale Lazar 

EUPJ Board Members: (L-R) Gordon Smith, President, Rabbi Dr René Pfertzel, Chairman, EUPJ Rabbinic 
Assembly, John Cohen, Vice-Chairman: Governance, Sonja Guentner, Chairman, Leslie Bergman, Honorary Life 
President and David Pollak, Vice-Chairman: Finance. Missing: Ruth Cohen and Jeffery Rose, Honorary Life 
Presidents, Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein, Vice-President, Michael Reik, Vice-Chairman: Israel & Twinning, and 
Rabbi Menno ten Brink, Education and Interfaith 

Above: Closing panelists: (L-R) Rabbi Joel Oseran, Reuven Marko,  Rabbi Lea Mühlstein, Daniel Meron, Israeli 
Ambassador to Czech Republic and Rabbi Daniel Freelander. Below left: Deborah Blausten, Andrew Keene and 
Carole Sterling. Below right: Rabbi Harry Jacobi making the closing prayer 
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Following nearly 1900 years of exile ï centuries  
of persecution and expulsion that culminated in  
eras of both catastrophe and creative growth and 
innovation ï the Jewish people are again sovereign 
on Jewish soil. 
As the Declaration of Independence states, the 
establishment of the State of Israel ñis the natural 
right of the Jewish people to be masters of their  
own fate, like all other nations, in their own  
sovereign Stateò. 
The Zionist dream has been fulfilled with the 
ingathering of Jews who 
sought refuge and 
fulfilment in a land holy  
to our people, and is 
continually renewed by 
ongoing technological, 
medical and economic 
miracles. We are 
continually inspired by 
Israeli creativity and 
contributions to Jewish 
life and culture. We will  
not yield in our pledge to strengthen our ties to  
the Jewish state and to be strengthened by her. 
Across her first seven decades, Israel frequently 
has been forced to defend herself against stronger 
and more numerous enemies that have sought her 
destruction. Israel has sacrificed for peace while 
maintaining the only democracy in the Middle East.  
At this critical milestone in Israel and Jewish 
history, we recommit to working for a secure and just 

Israel that exists side-by-side with a future state  
of Palestine. Additionally, we must work for the 
future, securing an Israel that fulfils the aspiration  
of its Declaration of Independence as Israelôs 
founders imagined when they wrote that the  
Jewish State will ñuphold the full social and political 
equality of all its citizens without distinction of race, 
creed or sexò.  
  As tireless advocates for religious pluralism,  
we recognise that religious equality has been far  
too elusive for Israelôs growing Reform and 

Conservative Jewish 
movements and we 
remain committed to  
an Israeli society that 
recognises the rights of  
all Jewish movements ï 
and all Jews. 
In the presence of both 
triumph and challenge, 
hope remains our 
compass. 
We join with Jews 

throughout the world, celebrating joyously this 
milestone anniversary  
of Israelôs independence. We pray for the fulfilment 
of Israelôs promise as a thriving democracy, an 
exemplar of security and peace, a beacon of light 
and hope for all the world. 
This statement was issued jointly by various 
Reform Jewish organisations. Read the full 
statement here. 

Yom Haõatzmaut 

The State of Israel represents the greatest achievement of modern Jewish 
history, reuniting millions with the land that gave birth to the faith and people 
of Israel.  

Celebrating hope and unity! 

Music and Jewish life 
The Jewish Community of Hameln commemorated 
the 70th anniversary of Israelôs founding with a 

concert by Cantor Svetlana Kundish (vocals and 
guitar) and Patrick Farrell (accordion).  

  Cantor Kundish spoke about Jewish life  
in Ukraine and in the former Soviet Union.  
Her personal experiences mirrored those  
of many immigrants before emigrating.  
She shared family photos and performed 
Yiddish, Hebrew, Russian, Ukrainian and 
German songs.  
  The members, who themselves had had 
similar emigration experiences were very 
touched. ñIt was a concert that brought us 
back to our homeland ï the good and the 
bad,ò said one member.  
  Weôd like to thank Cantor Kundish and 
Patrick Farrell as well as the Central Council 
of Jews for their kind support. ï Rachel Dohme. 
Photo: Manuel Miethe  

https://wupj.org/news/2018/04/8670/joint-reform-jewish-movement-statement-on-the-70th-anniversary-of-the-establishment-of-the-state-of-israel/
http://www.pattysounds.com/sveta-kundish--patrick-farrell.html
http://www.pattysounds.com/sveta-kundish--patrick-farrell.html


EUPJ Newsletter May 2018     37 

 

 Yom Haõatzmaut 

The Belgian Jewish community in Brussels 
celebrated Yom Haôatzmaut in style on May 13. 
About 1500 people attended this special day, with 
the Israeli Embassy playing a leading role. The  
event included stands, restaurants, Israeli dances, 
conferences, karaoke, workshops and a Matti  
Caspi concert. 
Beth Hillel rented a stand at the event, which  
was manned by Beth Hillel member volunteers. 
We entertained the visitors with quizzes and a held  
a drawing workshop for children. This was a great 
opportunity to welcome new friends and add new 
names to our mailing list. 

Weôd like to thank David Baltuch, one  
of our Board members and co-ordinator 
of Beth Hillel's participation in Israelôs 
70th anniversary celebrations, and all 
our volunteers. Happy birthday Israel! ð 
Gilbert Lederman 

Keren Or in Lyon held a full day of events to 
celebrate Yom Haôatzmaut. This included a highly 
interesting talk by G®rard Panczer, a professor at  
the University Lyon 1, who spoke about the Boycott, 
Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) movement as well as 
numerous Franco-Israeli co-operations and scientific 
projects over the years.  
A very moving service was held afterwards. All the 
Talmud Torah students participated and the older 
ones read a special Amidah written by rabbis who 
are part of Shôma, a rabbinical human rights 
association. 
An Israeli lunch was held in a well-decorated room 
with an Israeli theme. I prepared a special platter 
based on a Yom Haôatzmaut Seder produced by  
the American Reconstructionist Movement, which 
student Rabbi Daniela Touati had passed on to us.  
It was a symbolic tray made up of with cheese  
and honey for the land flowing with milk and honey, 
olives, grapes, oranges, dates, figs and a variety of 
spices to evoke the origins of the Jews from around 
the globe who make up Israeli society.  
Seven of our members lit seven candles 
symbolising the Israeli emblem, a Menorah, while 
saying seven blessings for Israel related to the 
symbolic food on the tray.  
At the end of the lunch, one of our former chairs 
entertained us with a quiz. The questions were 
specifically related to Israeli history, geography,  
 

culture and more. 
Four young 
leaders from 
HaShomer 
Hatzair Paris  
were present all 
day and created 
specific activities 
for the Cheder. 
Their presence 
symbolised the 
kick-off of the Lyon 
branch of 
HaShomer Hatzair.  
We finished the day dancing to Israeli folklore 
music with the youngsters. It was a wonderful 
celebration of Israel. ï Celia Naval 

Celebrating Israel 

(L-R) Marc Brichaux, Gilbert 
Lederman, Ilan bar Zohar, Olivier 
Wexsteen, Benjamin Dobruszkes  

and Josiane Goldschmidt 

70 Shades of Blue 

David Baltuch leading  
the Renanim choir 

Robert Ley, Arzenu France, 
who joined us for the day. 
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Yom Haõatzmaut 

A 3000-strong crowd gathered at the Palais des 
Congres in Paris on April 18 to mark Yom Hazikaron 
and then celebrate the 70-year-old Israeli state.  
As with many Jewish communities throughout the 
word, the big night was enjoyed by Orthodox and 
Liberal Jewish communities alike. It was organised 
by the Federation of French Zionist Organisations,  
of which Arzenu is a member. 
The evening started with a Yom Hazikaron 
ceremony, remembering those who fought and  
died for Israel. Thereafter, the Yom Haôatzmaut 

celebration began. The entertainment included  
a short film showing the main events of Israel's  
70 years, a group of Israeli dancers called "Nachalat 
Yehuda" and a set of video clips from the different 
communities. 
A 30-second video featuring Robert Ley, who 
produced it on behalf of Arzenu France, was 
included. This was the first time they screened  
a video from a Liberal community at a Yom 
Haôatzmaut event! It was pretty much drowned in 
other videos, but at least it existed! ï Robert Ley 

From remembrance to revelry 

Yom Haôatzmaut was a very intense and 
emotional holiday for Beth Hillel in Rome. 
The congregation met for Kabbalat 
Shabbat service during which our Rabbi, 
Joel Oseran, gave a moving speech on 
the 70th anniversary of Israel. At the end 
of the service, after singing the Israeli 
national anthem, Hatikvah, we all enjoyed 
dancing to traditional Israeli tunes.  
The dining room was decorated with 
Israeli flags and Israeli food was served. 
Afterwards, a delicious cake made 
especially for the 70th anniversary was 
appreciated and enjoyed by all 
participants. ï Fabio Benjamin Fantini 

A traditional celebration 

Nachalat Yehuda dancers 


